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Introduction 
This document presents a sample of demographic and criminological information from 

publicly accessible data files.  In addition to presenting summaries of information 

contained in the files, links to official publications and datasets have been provided.  

This summary is not intended to be a comprehensive listing of publicly accessible files.  

Relevant data are available from a number of sources and can be accessed online and 

through other mechanisms. 
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Population:  276,864 
This section presents information on the demographic characteristics of the population 

in Santa Cruz County.  These data come from the California Department of Finance’s 

E-4: Population Estimates for Cities, Counties and the State, 2011-2018 with 2010 

Census Benchmark, May 2018 report 

(http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Estimates/E-4/2010-18/).   
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The information on the race/ethnicity composition of the Santa Cruz County’s population 

comes from the California Department of Finance’s P-1: State Population Projections 

(2010-2060) by Race/Ethnicity - Hispanic Combined, January 2018 report 

(http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Projections/). 

 

2017 Population Estimates by Race/Ethnicity 
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Property Estimates and Projections by Race/Ethnicity 

 
AIAN = American Indian/Alaska Native 
NHPI = Native Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander 
MR = Multi-Racial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2020 2030

White 157,633 157,836 158,403 157,957 158,440 158,115 157,627 158,145 159,189 164,176

Black 2,312 2,348 2,401 2,381 2,434 2,462 2,478 2,515 2,591 3,053

AIAN 936 937 949 940 943 931 914 920 919 943

Asian 10,859 10,924 10,986 11,061 11,231 11,321 11,429 11,643 11,935 14,134

NHPI 265 260 274 272 273 265 262 268 262 268

MR 6,933 7,159 7,341 7,488 7,669 7,765 7,930 8,063 8,414 10,294

Hispanic (any race) 86,367 88,362 90,255 91,761 93,573 94,895 95,812 96,941 99,317 108,626

Race/Ethnicity 
ProjectionsEstimates
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The information on the age composition of the Santa Cruz County’s population comes 

from the California Department of Finance’s P-2: County Population Projections (2010-

2060) by Age, May 2018 report 

(http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Projections/). 
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Population Estimates and Projections by Age 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2020 2030

0-9 30,961      31,699      32,202      32,517      33,118      33,198      33,041      32,650      32,201      29,699      

10-19 38,144      38,039      38,365      38,801      39,284      39,434      39,916      40,344      41,265      43,712      

20-29 41,272      41,647      41,322      41,108      40,976      41,680      42,155      42,952      43,669      47,016      

30-39 31,898      32,020      32,238      32,279      32,349      31,721      31,102      30,639      30,260      33,357      

40-49 35,206      34,438      33,995      33,064      32,585      32,127      31,685      31,451      30,918      29,910      

50-59 39,699      39,451      39,174      38,490      37,919      36,885      35,803      35,176      34,386      30,597      

60-69 28,253      30,003      31,822      33,349      35,012      36,106      36,435      36,980      37,408      33,531      

70-79 11,248      11,934      12,853      13,712      14,757      15,775      17,369      19,079      22,604      33,601      

80-89 6,976        6,928        6,971        6,864        6,889        7,042        7,122        7,289        7,824        17,242      

90+ 1,648        1,667        1,667        1,676        1,674        1,786        1,824        1,935        2,092        2,829        

Estimates Projections

Population
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Crimes 
This section presents information on the number and type of reported crimes in Santa 

Cruz County.  The information summarized in this section comes from the California 

Department of Justice’s Crime and Clearance Data 1985-2017 file 

(https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/data), and also appears in the annual Crime in California 

publication (https://oag.ca.gov/cjsc/pubs).  This section includes: charts and tables 

summarizing major offense categories. 
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2017 Reported Violent Crimes 
 

 
 

 

2017 Reported Property Crimes 
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Reported Crimes, 2011 – 2017 

 
 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Violent 1,169 1,041 1,002 1,139 1,171 1,101 1,056

Homicide 10 10 11 9 6 5 3

Rape 75 76 78 110 118 120 156

Robbery 252 220 199 236 279 209 232

Aggravated Assault 832 735 714 784 768 767 665

Property 8,744 8,709 8,140 8,121 9,282 9,485 8,947

Burglary 1,958 1,633 1,640 1,369 1,463 1,221 1,235

Motor Vehicle Theft 822 972 1,023 1,083 1,164 1,454 1,267

Larceny-Theft 5,964 6,104 5,477 5,669 6,655 6,810 6,445
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Arrests 
This section presents information on the number of arrests made by reporting law 

enforcement agencies in Santa Cruz County. The information summarized in this 

section includes the number of arrests for different types of offenses, the race/ethnicity 

of arrestees, and the ages of arrestees. Information reported in this section comes from 

the California Department of Justice’s 10 Year Arrest Data 2008-2017 file 

(https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/data), and also appears in the annual Crime in California 

publication (https://oag.ca.gov/cjsc/pubs).  

Two important caveats to keep in mind:  

• the number of arrests represent the number of arrests made, not the number of 

individuals arrested (a person can be arrested more than one time)  

• the reported arrest offense is the most serious offense (the one with the most 

severe possible sanction).  

  

https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/data
https://oag.ca.gov/cjsc/pubs
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Number of Arrests by Crime Type 
2013 – 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3,023 2,963 

2,325 2,237 2,321 

8,293 8,363 
8,811 8,959 8,792 

38 20 26 21 17 
 -

 1,000

 2,000

 3,000

 4,000

 5,000

 6,000

 7,000

 8,000

 9,000

 10,000

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Total Felony Total Misdemeanor Total Status

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Total Felony 3,023     2,963     2,325     2,237     2,321     

Violent 650        716        798        653        750        

Property 637        551        439        532        523        

Drug 981        967        392        267        250        

Sex 57          48          41          39          39          

All other 698        681        746        746        759        

Total Misdemeanor 8,293     8,363     8,811     8,959     8,792     

Total Status 38          20          26          21          17          

TOTAL 11,354   11,346   11,162   11,217   11,130   
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Number of Arrests by Race/Ethnicity 
  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Black         462          525          476          469          533  

Hispanic      3,895       3,678       3,732       4,047       4,036  

White      6,630       6,712       6,573       6,289       6,169  

Other         367          431          381          412          392  

TOTAL    11,354     11,346     11,162     11,217     11,130  

 

 

 

 

2017 Arrests by Race/Ethnicity 
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Number of Arrests by Age 

 

 

2017 Arrests by Age 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Under 18 724         652         666         505         477         

18-19 674         611         516         446         482         

20-29 3,795      3,776      3,465      3,603      3,412      

30-39 2,484      2,582      2,838      2,993      3,106      

40-69 3,605      3,657      3,616      3,604      3,587      

70 and over 72           68           61           66           66           

TOTAL 11,354    11,346    11,162    11,217    11,130    
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Jails 
This section presents information on the jail inmate population in Santa Cruz County.  

The information in this section comes from the Board of State and Community 

Corrections Jail Profile Survey – Online Querying 

(https://app.bscc.ca.gov/joq//jps/QuerySelection.asp), and also appears in the quarterly 

Jail Profile Survey report (http://www.bscc.ca.gov/s_fsojailprofilesurvey.php).  The 

information summarized in this section includes: the average daily population of jail 

inmates, the average daily population of male and female inmates, and the average 

daily population of unsentenced1 and sentenced inmates2 (inmates who have been 

sentenced on all charges). Data for 2018 are for the first three quarters only. 

Average Daily Population of Jail Inmates, 
2014 - 2018 

 

 

                                                           
1 Unsentenced inmates are individuals who are in custody and are awaiting sentencing on one or more charges.  
This would include individuals who have just been booked into jail, those in custody awaiting court hearings, those 
in custody awaiting trial, those being held during trial, and those who have been tried and are awaiting sentencing. 
2 Sentenced inmates are individuals who have been tried and sentenced on all charges, and are awaiting transport 
to prison, or are serving some portion of their sentence in jail. 
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Proportion of Male and Female Inmates, 
2014 - 2018 

 

Proportion of Sentenced and Unsentenced Inmates, 
2014 - 2018 
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