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Introduction 
This document presents a sample of demographic and criminological information from 

publicly accessible data files.  In addition to presenting summaries of information 

contained in the files, links to official publications and datasets have been provided.  

This summary is not intended to be a comprehensive listing of publicly accessible files.  

Relevant data are available from a number of sources and can be accessed online and 

through other mechanisms. 
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Population:  280,101 
This section presents information on the demographic characteristics of the population 

in San Luis Obispo County. These data come from the California Department of 

Finance’s E-4: Population Estimates for Cities, Counties and the State, 2011-2018 with 

2010 Census Benchmark, May 2018 report 

(http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Estimates/E-4/2010-18/).   
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The information on the race/ethnicity composition of the San Luis Obispo County’s 

population comes from the California Department of Finance’s P-1: State Population 

Projections (2010-2060) by Race/Ethnicity - Hispanic Combined, January 2018 report 

(http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Projections/). 

 

2017 Population Estimates by Race/Ethnicity 
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Population Estimates and Projections by Race/Ethnicity 

 
AIAN = American Indian/Alaska Native 
NHPI = Native Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander 
MR = Multi-Racial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2020 2030

White 191,804 192,368 192,041 192,819 192,312 192,142 191,672 192,198 193,193 196,946

Black 5,497 5,542 5,435 5,548 5,481 5,688 5,741 5,881 6,092 7,002

AIAN 1,304 1,295 1,269 1,279 1,257 1,272 1,246 1,260 1,254 1,307

Asian 8,130 8,246 8,185 8,264 8,205 8,335 8,416 8,569 8,811 10,458

NHPI 280 287 269 263 256 246 244 243 236 225

MR 5,988 6,090 6,151 6,276 6,366 6,499 6,497 6,552 6,677 7,399

Hispanic (any race) 57,321 58,699 60,091 61,550 62,657 63,898 64,716 65,785 67,863 76,696

Race/Ethnicity 
ProjectionsEstimates
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The information on the age composition of the San Luis Obispo County’s population 

comes from the California Department of Finance’s P-2: County Population Projections 

(2010-2060) by Age, May 2018 report 

(http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Projections/). 

 

 

2017 Population Estimates by Age 
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Population Estimates and Projections by Age 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2020 2030

0-9 26,918      26,999      26,802      26,780      26,503      26,384      26,163      26,425      26,386      25,347      

10-19 34,863      34,527      34,912      35,521      35,923      36,153      36,151      36,220      36,118      35,534      

20-29 44,819      44,892      44,133      43,666      43,151      43,590      43,849      44,088      43,481      45,391      

30-39 28,968      29,560      29,949      30,551      30,628      30,704      30,703      30,664      31,680      31,409      

40-49 32,920      31,969      30,842      29,924      29,094      28,713      28,188      28,141      28,048      31,466      

50-59 40,640      40,471      39,815      39,446      38,257      36,982      35,570      34,389      32,756      27,829      

60-69 31,722      33,638      35,396      37,197      38,778      40,117      40,527      41,058      41,633      35,423      

70-79 16,793      17,618      18,751      19,848      20,840      21,864      23,531      25,324      28,921      40,959      

80-89 10,467      10,564      10,561      10,752      10,922      10,904      11,075      11,317      12,027      22,502      

90+ 2,214        2,289        2,280        2,314        2,438        2,669        2,775        2,862        3,076        4,173        

Estimates Projections

Population
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Crimes 
This section presents information on the number and type of reported crimes in San 

Luis Obispo County.  The information summarized in this section comes from the 

California Department of Justice’s Crime and Clearance Data 1985-2017 file 

(https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/data), and also appears in the annual Crime in California 

publication (https://oag.ca.gov/cjsc/pubs).  This section includes: charts and tables 

summarizing the eight major offense categories reported to the FBI. 
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2017 Reported Violent Crimes 

 

 
 

2017 Reported Property Crimes 
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Reported Crimes, 2011 – 2017  

 
 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Violent 680 906 1,069 1,177 1,134 1,115 829

Homicide 5 6 5 3 3 4 2

Rape 91 69 106 97 82 102 96

Robbery 81 78 81 71 77 88 85

Aggravated Assault 503 753 877 1,006 972 921 646

Property 6,196 6,252 6,208 5,683 6,786 6,687 5,812

Burglary 1,411 1,568 1,642 1,395 1,352 1,199 1,038

Motor Vehicle Theft 425 418 399 395 529 501 429

Larceny-Theft 4,360 4,266 4,167 3,893 4,905 4,987 4,345
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Arrests 
This section presents information on the number of arrests made by reporting law 

enforcement agencies in San Luis Obispo County. The information summarized in this 

section includes the number of arrests for different types of offenses, the race/ethnicity 

of arrestees, and the ages of arrestees. Information reported in this section comes from 

the California Department of Justice’s 10 Year Arrest Data 2008-2017 file 

(https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/data), and also appears in the annual Crime in California 

publication (https://oag.ca.gov/cjsc/pubs).  

Two important caveats to keep in mind:  

• the number of arrests represent the number of arrests made, not the number of 

individuals arrested (a person can be arrested more than one time)  

• the reported arrest offense is the most serious offense (the one with the most 

severe possible sanction).  

  

https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/data
https://oag.ca.gov/cjsc/pubs
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Number of Arrests by Crime Type 
2013 – 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

2,539 2,537 

1,662 1,689 1,701 

9,010 
9,436 9,605 

10,178 10,274 

11 13 4 9 18 
 -

 2,000

 4,000

 6,000

 8,000

 10,000

 12,000

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Total Felony Total Misdemeanor Total Status

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Total Felony 2,539     2,537     1,662     1,689     1,701     

Violent 589        631        664        669        680        

Property 545        522        388        421        381        

Drug 981        992        225        184        158        

Sex 53          46          48          48          40          

All other 371        346        367        367        442        

Total Misdemeanor 9,010     9,436     9,605     10,178   10,274   

Total Status 11          13          4            9            18          

TOTAL 11,560   11,986   11,271   11,876   11,993   
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Number of Arrests by Race/Ethnicity 
  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Black         540          602          583          566          556  

Hispanic      2,179       2,359       2,352       2,642       2,633  

White      8,384       8,583       7,911       8,235       8,308  

Other         457          442          425          433          496  

TOTAL    11,560     11,986     11,271     11,876     11,993  

 

 

 

2017 Arrests by Race/Ethnicity 
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Number of Arrests by Age 

 

 

2017 Arrests by Age 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Under 18 394         379         334         391         383         

18-19 851         755         524         606         510         

20-29 4,236      4,218      4,045      4,133      3,950      

30-39 2,414      2,549      2,648      2,889      3,097      

40-69 3,602      4,024      3,669      3,802      3,979      

70 and over 63           61           51           55           74           

TOTAL 11,560    11,986    11,271    11,876    11,993    
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Jails 
This section presents information on the jail inmate population in San Luis Obispo 

County.  The information in this section comes from the Board of State and Community 

Corrections Jail Profile Survey – Online Querying 

(https://app.bscc.ca.gov/joq//jps/QuerySelection.asp), and also appears in the quarterly 

Jail Profile Survey report (http://www.bscc.ca.gov/s_fsojailprofilesurvey.php).  The 

information summarized in this section includes: the average daily population of jail 

inmates, the average daily population of male and female inmates, and the average 

daily population of unsentenced1 and sentenced inmates2 (inmates who have been 

sentenced on all charges). Data for 2018 are for the first three quarters only. 

Average Daily Population of Jail Inmates, 
2014 - 2018 

 

 

                                                           
1 Unsentenced inmates are individuals who are in custody and are awaiting sentencing on one or more charges.  
This would include individuals who have just been booked into jail, those in custody awaiting court hearings, those 
in custody awaiting trial, those being held during trial, and those who have been tried and are awaiting sentencing. 
2 Sentenced inmates are individuals who have been tried and sentenced on all charges, and are awaiting transport 
to prison, or are serving some portion of their sentence in jail. 
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Proportion of Male and Female Inmates, 
2014 - 2018 

 

Proportion of Sentenced and Unsentenced Inmates, 
2014 - 2018 
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