
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 2, 2020 
  
Board of State and Community Corrections 
2590 Venture Oaks Way 
Sacramento, CA 95833 
  
Re: Strengthening Facilities Inspection Process by Board of State and Community 
Corrections 
  
Dear Board Members, 
  
We write to express our serious concerns regarding the Board of State and Community 
Corrections’ (BSCC) flawed process of inspecting local juvenile and adult correctional facilities 
and the delayed development of a revised inspections process. The BSCC is responsible for 
conducting biannual inspections of California county facilities on their compliance with Adult and 
Juvenile Title 15 and 24 Facility Regulations.The BSCC fails to protect Californians confined in 
local facilities and falls short of its critical responsibilities.  
 
 Our long-standing concerns have intensified as recent news highlighted the horrific conditions 
maintained under BSCC’s watch. Last November, The Sacramento Bee and ProPublica 
reported on BSCC’s failure to address neglect in these facilities or even adequately document 
the findings by agency field inspectors.[1] However, the BSCC has yet to take action on these 
urgent issues. This agency needs to move swiftly to address abuse and neglect within local 
adult and juvenile facilities. We highlight the following recommendations to protect all 
Californians confined in these facilities. 

 



 

  
The BSCC must update the public on the agency’s revised inspections process. 
  
On February 13, 2020, the BSCC Board directed staff “to develop a work plan and report back 
to the Board at the June 2020 meeting for final approval of an enhanced process for regular 
reporting and follow up on both adult and juvenile detention facilities to the Board.”[2] 
Unfortunately, the agency has not updated the public on this matter since that time. We ask that 
BSCC add this as an agenda item at the BSCC Board meeting on September 10, 2020. 
  
Community engagement and public forums are necessary to strengthen the facility 
inspections process. 
  
The public has not had adequate opportunities to guide this revision process. Given the 
COVID-19 pandemic, BSCC cancelled in-person community forums planned for Kern County 
and Los Angeles County. To address these cancellations, agency staff should organize 
accessible forums via Zoom that are sufficiently advertised to the general public, scheduled at 
reasonable hours, and accommodating of many ways to provide comment (e.g., verbal 
comments, written comments in chat feature). 
  
The BSCC’s revised facility inspections must establish a transparent oversight process 
to ensure protections and rebuild trust with California’s communities. 
  
The BSCC’s news inspections process must report facility compliance with Title 15 and 24 
Regulations in an accessible manner. Previously, the agency’s reporting on this issue has not 
met this standard. For example, the 2016–2018 inspections report to the legislature only notes 
the titles of the standards violated by the noncompliant Kern County facility (e.g. Standard 1272, 
Article Bedding & Linens).[3] This fails to accurately communicate how Kern County’s jail 
required individuals to use yoga mats when sleeping on floors over many days in safety rooms. 
Instead, the BSCC must use clear language in their reporting so California can better 
understand the condition of these facilities. 
  
The revised inspections process needs to include a shorter timeline for how the agency 
responds to county noncompliance with facility standards. The BSCC’s February 2020 proposal 
allows incarcerated individuals in non-compliant counties to languish before staff present this 
matter to the board. Past harms caused by the BSCC’s failed facility inspections have sowed 
public distrust for the agency’s ability and willingness to protect people in county care.  
  
We hope that the BSCC will use our recommendations to strengthen this important process for 
protecting justice-involved Californians and provide an update on its revisions at the September 
10, 2020 Board meeting 
  
  

 



 

Sincerely, 
 
Marc A. Philpart, Principal Coordinator 
Alliance for Boys and Men of Color 
 
Brian Goldstein, Director of Policy and Development 
Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice 
 
Dominique Nong, Director of Youth Justice Policy 
Children's Defense Fund-California 
 
Cesar Lara, Director of Programs and Policy 
MILPA Collective 
 
Jesse Hahnel, Executive Director 
National Center for Youth Law 
 
Tavae Samuelu, Executive Director 
Empowering Pacific Islander Communities (EPIC) 
 
Ashley Rojas, Executive Director 
Fresno Barrios Unidos 
 
Vonya Quarles, Executive Director 
Starting Over Inc. 
 
Rachel Prandini, Special Projects Attorney 
Immigrant Legal Resource Center 
 
Dr. Rhonda Renfro, Founder & Executive Officer 
Club Stride, Inc. 
 
Laura Ridolfi, Director of Policy 
W. Haywood Burns Institute  
 
Kathy Sher, Legislative Attorney 
ACLU of California 
 
Israel Villa, Deputy Director 
California Alliance for Youth and Community Justice 
 
Kim McGill, Organizer 
Youth Justice Coalition - Los Angeles 

 



 

 
George Galvis, Executive Director 
Communities United for Restorative Youth Justice (CURYJ)  
  
Gabriel Garcia, Policy & Advocacy Manager 
Youth ALIVE! 
 
Robin Barkins, Lead organizer 
A Little Piece of Light - Los Angeles 
 
Karen McDaniel, Founder & Executive Director 
The Place4Grace 
 
Jasmine Dellafosse, Senior Regional Organizer 
Gathering for Justice  
 
Daniel Alejandrez, Executive Director 
Santa Cruz Barrios Unidos  
 
Charisse Domingo, Organizer 
Silicon Valley De-Bug 
 
Derick Morgan, Policy Associate 
Ella Baker Center for Human Rights 
 
Lujain Al-Saleh, Project Associate 
John Burton Advocates for Youth 
 
Dulce Saavedra, Youth Director 
Resilience Orange County 
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