Youth Corrections in
California

From Reform Schools to Correctional Institutions



The San Francisco Industrial School and the
Birth of the Congregate Care Institution
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WIPED OUT AT LAST.
The Industrial School Has Passed Into History

The Industrial School Committee submitted an elaborate report at the

meeting of the Board of Supervisors, announcing the practical
abolishment of that institution...

The judicial department long since denounced it as a “nursery of crime.

(Wiped Out at Last. The Indus. Sch. Has Passed Into History, S.F.
MORNING CALL, Nov. 24, 1891)”



The Next Wave of Reform: California enters
the Reform School Era (1890s)

Wittier State School Established 1892 Preston School of Industry established 1894




Reform Schools and The Orderly Institution




Progressive Era Reforms: Eugenics and Self Government

* Fred Nellis e Calvin Derrick




The Youth Authority Era (1941-1970): and the
Rebirth of Institutional Treatment

* Scientific Diagnosis

* Reception Centers
 Specialized Institutions

* Institution Based Treatment




The Demise of Institutional Rehabilitation and the
Beginning of the Due Process Era 1968-1981




The Punitive Era 1985-2005




The Farrell Lawsuit and Realighment (2004-
2016
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The Future of California Youth Corrections:
Institutional Resurgence or Realignment 2016-
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